
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOE DIALOGUE | Weekly Message from Superintendent Ritz 
January 14, 2014 

 

After a rough week of winter weather, most of you are getting back to school.  You had many 

decisions to make and perhaps still have decisions to contemplate due to loss of instructional days.  I 

notified you directly via the DOE Dialogue on January 6
th

 and 7
th

 of the Department's intent to grant 

waivers for these two days due to the extraordinary circumstances of extremely cold 

temperatures.  My intent in notifying you at the onset was to inform your decision-making regarding 

student safety and make-up days.  I appreciate the many positive messages I have received regarding 

the early notification.  Some questions have arisen, so below are some guidelines to further assist you 

in your decision-making. 

 You must submit a waiver application to be approved for a January 6
th
 and/or January 7

th
 waiver.  The 

waiver for these two days is not an automatic waiver. See the attached waiver application. (see waiver 
application) 

 It is a local decision as to whether to apply for a waiver.  Some of you may want to consider make-up 
days within your calendar; you may need to consider employee contracts; and you may need to review 
other factors that weigh into your decision to apply. 

 The deadline to apply for a waiver is June 1, 2014.  

 For waiver applications for days other than January 6
th
 and/or 7

th
, you have the right to apply for 

waivers for any canceled day of instruction due to extraordinary circumstances.  The DOE will review 
the request and either approve or deny it. 

 If you apply for a waiver, districts will be formally notified of a decision on their submitted waiver 
application by email notice as soon as the received waiver request has been processed.  The notice 
will be emailed to the Superintendent. 

Other questions?  Please directly contact George Frampton at Frampton@doe.in.gov or call 317-232-

9166.   

* Rules for Education Preparation and Accountability, REPA III (REPA 

3)                                       

The teacher licensing and teacher preparation rule public hearings are this week. The State Board of 

Education has begun the promulgation process to make changes to Indiana's educator preparation and 

licensure rules. The document containing these proposed rule changes is referred to as REPA III (or 

REPA 3).  REPA III was published as a proposed rule in the Indiana Register on December 18, 2013 

along with the notice for three public hearings(January 13, 14 and 16, 2014) in northern, central and 

southern Indiana.  The two remaining hearings and their locations are listed below: 

1.  REPA Hearing - Central Indiana 

Tuesday, January 14
th

, 2014 

9:00AM (eastern standard time) 

Indiana Government Center South - CONFERENCE ROOM A (402 W. Washington St. Rm. W160A Indianapolis IN 
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46204 

2. REPA Hearing - Southern Indiana 

Meeting Room  

Thursday, January 16, 2014 

9:30AM (Central Standard Time) 

McCullough Branch, Evansville Public Library System 

5115 Washington Avenue 

Evansville, IN 47715 

Educator input is important to move Indiana in the direction of attracting and retaining the best and 

the brightest to our profession.  Online public comment is 

welcome http://www.in.gov/sboe/REPAIIIcomment.htm through January 31, 2014. 

Message to teachers... 

I hope that you were able to share my video message with educators in your schools.  It is so 

important to thank teachers for their dedication to Indiana's children. (teacher video)  

In my travels over the holiday to see my son's family, and my newest grand daughter, I was able to 

visit Pasadena, California.  I include the pictures below as a THANK YOU to teachers in Indiana.  I 

regret that I was not able to see the Carmel Marching Band perform in Pasadena at the Rose Bowl 

Parade.  It was an awesome experience for the students, and I thank them and their teachers for 

spotlighting Indiana.  
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 (teachers floats being assembled)  

  

 

 
 (floats being assembled for Rose Parade) 

   

 
 

 
 

While seeing my new grand daughter in California, I visited Pasadena to see the Rose Bowl Parade 

floats being assembled.  It was awesome to see Farmer's Insurance building a float as a tribute to 

America's teachers!! 

Keep in touch.  Feel free to leave comments at doecomm@doe.in.gov.  

Sincerely, 

Glenda Ritz, Superintendent of Public Instruction 
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NOTE: * indicates data information requirements for ALL public schools, including charter schools. 
  

 

Memorandum 
 

MEMORANDUM: Homebound instruction and services for students who are absent due to injury or 

a temporary or chronic illness. Pursuant to 511 IAC 7-42-12, a school corporation or charter school 

must provide homebound instruction to any student who experiences an injury or temporary or 

chronic illness that precludes him/her from attending school if the student's parent provides the 

school with an appropriate statement from a physician.  For more information contact Becky 

Bowman; bbowman@doe.in.gov or 317-232- 6622  

MEMORANDUM: United States Departments of Education and Justice released a school discipline guidance package 

that will assist states, districts and schools in developing practices and strategies to enhance school climate, and ensure 

those policies and practices comply with federal law.  We have attached the original press release and guidance 

documentation to this message.  We encourage all of you to read over this information and see how you can improve your 

policies to stay in federal compliance. .  If you have any question please contact Jeff Coyne at jcoyne@doe.in.gov .  (laws 

and regulations) (see initiative)   

MEMORANDUM: 21
st
 Century Community application deadline: Due to inclement weather and 

school closures across the state, the 21st Century Community Learning Centers application deadline 

has been extended.  New Deadline for 21st CCLC applications is Friday, January 17, 2014 at 4:30 

PM EST. 

All applications must be postmarked and/or delivered by Friday, January 17, 2014 at 4:30 PM EST.â€¨ â€¨Please forward 

applications to :â€¨â€¨DeVonne Richburgâ€¨Indiana Department of Educationâ€¨South Tower - Suite 600â€¨115 West 

Washington Streetâ€¨Indianapolis, IN 46204   Visit the Indiana DOE 21st CCLC website â€¨for more information.   
  

 

Information From Other Agencies 
 

Indiana Conference on Learning - January 28:   The American Student Achievement Institute 

(ASAI) is pleased to announce the 10th Annual Indiana Conference on Learning which will be held 

January 28, 2014 at the Indianapolis Wyndham West.  During the conference, K-12 educators will be 

able to explore proven strategies for raising student achievement, college access and college 

completion.  Superintendent Glenda Ritz will provide an opening welcome for the conference.  Other 

keynoter presenters include Kati Haycock, President, Education Trust and Cheryl Orr Dixon, Vice 

President, Complete College America.  In addition, over 50 breakout sessions featuring 

Indiana educators and community members will highlight proven practices for raising academic 

achievement and increasing college access and success.  Many of the conference presenters have 

received state and national awards for being outstanding practitioners.  The Indiana Commission for 

Higher Education is providing complimentary registrations for four members of each county 

participating in the Indiana College Success Coalition.    REGISTER NOW      Complimentary 

Registration - Information 

The American Student Achievement Institute is a non-profit, 501(c)3, organization located in 

Bloomington, Indiana that helps schools and community organizations use a vision-based and data-

driven systemic improvement process to impact rigorous academic achievement, postsecondary 

access and postsecondary completion for all students. 

Southern Indiana Educational Services, (SIESC) offers a variety of professional learning workshops, to view these 

events visit www.siec.k12.in.us/images/stories/SIEC_PD_Offerings010714.pdf . For more information contact Judy 

Bueckert, jbueckert@siec.k12.in.us,  812.482.6641  

 Standards-based report cards.  This is a two-day K- 12 session. Click Here 

 Reading comprehension routine to implement grades 4-12, take  a look at Keys to 
Comprehension.  This is FREE to our SIEC Title III Consortium members noted on the flyer.  Click 
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Here 

 Transitioning to a More Rigorous Reading Program K-8  This was a call from our schools who are 
tackling a new reading series with those more 
rigorous assessments.  http://siec.k12.in.us/images/stories/pdfs/ 

 TransitioningtoamoreRigorou ReadingProgramFeb2014.pdf 

 Effective Preschool Instruction - Ensure that your Preschool Teachers have this PD opportunity to 
improve their instruction  Click Here 

 Differentiation - Good for all teachers.Great for High Ability teachers as well - Dynamic 
session.Elementary Click Here Secondary - Click Here 

 Spend a day learning all the IDOE staff has to know about English Learners from federal regulations 
to program models to parent involvement to content area strategies. Click Here  

  

 

Legislative Updates 
 

For updates throughout the fall semester, check out the IDOE Policy page 
on  Facebook and follow us on  Twitter. 
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